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Romeo	and	juliet	text	act	1	scene	5	summary	essay

Read	along	to	this	summary	of	Act	3,	scenes	1-3	of	the	classic	Shakespeare	play	"Othello."	Cassio	asks	musicians	to	play	for	him	as	the	clown	enters.	Cassio	offers	the	Clown	money	to	ask	Desdemona	to	speak	with	him.	The	Clown	agrees.	Iago	enters;	Cassio	tells	him	that	he	will	ask	his	wife	Emilia	to	help	him	get	access	to	Desdemona.	Iago	agrees	to
send	her	and	to	distract	Othello	so	that	he	can	meet	with	Desdemona.	Emilia	enters	and	tells	Cassio	that	Desdemona	has	been	speaking	in	his	favor	but	that	Othello	heard	that	the	man	he	hurt	was	a	great	man	of	Cyprus	and	that	that	makes	his	position	difficult	but	that	he	does	love	him	and	can’t	find	anyone	else	to	suit	the	position.	Cassio	asks	Emilia
to	get	Desdemona	to	talk	to	him.	Emilia	invites	him	to	go	with	her	to	a	place	where	he	and	Desdemona	can	talk	privately.	Othello	asks	Iago	to	send	some	letters	to	the	Senate	and	then	orders	the	Gentlemen	to	show	him	a	fort.	Desdemona	is	with	Cassio	and	Emilia.	She	promises	to	help	him.	Emilia	says	that	Cassio’s	situation	is	upsetting	her	husband
so	much	that	it’s	as	if	he	were	in	that	situation.	Desdemona	reiterates	every	one’s	belief	that	Iago	is	an	honest	man.	She	reassures	Cassio	that	he	and	her	husband	will	be	friends	once	more.	Cassio	is	worried	that	Othello	will	forget	about	his	service	and	his	loyalty	as	more	time	passes.	Desdemona	reassures	Cassio	by	promising	that	she	will	speak
favorably	of	Cassio	relentlessly	so	that	Othello	will	be	convinced	of	his	cause.	Othello	and	Iago	enter	seeing	Desdemona	and	Cassio	together,	Iago	says	“Ha!	I	like	not	that”.	Othello	asks	if	it	was	Cassio	he	just	saw	with	his	wife.	Iago	feigns	incredulity	saying	he	doesn’t	think	that	Cassio	would	“steal	away	so	guilty	like	seeing	your	coming”	Desdemona
tells	Othello	that	she	has	just	been	speaking	with	Cassio	and	urges	him	to	reconcile	with	the	lieutenant.	Desdemona	explains	that	Cassio	departed	so	quickly	because	he	was	embarrassed.	She	continues	to	persuade	her	husband	to	meet	with	Cassio,	despite	his	reluctance.	She	is	true	to	her	word	and	is	persistent	in	her	insistence	that	they	meet.
Othello	says	that	he	will	deny	her	nothing	but	he	will	wait	until	Cassio	approaches	him	personally.	Desdemona	is	not	pleased	that	he	has	not	bent	to	her	will;	“Be	as	your	fancies	teach	you.	Whate’er	you	be,	I	am	obedient.”	As	the	ladies	depart	Iago	asks	if	Cassio	knew	of	the	courtship	between	him	and	Desdemona,	Othello	affirms	that	he	did	and	asks
Iago	why	he	asks	questioning	if	Cassio	is	an	honest	man.	Iago	goes	on	to	say	that	men	should	be	what	they	seem	and	that	Cassio	seems	honest.	This	raises	Othello’s	doubt	and	he	asks	Iago	to	say	what	he	thinks	believing	that	Iago	is	insinuating	something	about	Cassio.	Iago	pretends	to	be	hesitant	about	speaking	ill	of	someone.	Othello	urges	him	to
speak	saying	that	if	he	is	a	true	friend	he	will	say.	Iago	insinuates	that	Cassio	has	designs	on	Desdemona	but	never	actually	says	it	explicitly	so	when	Othello	reacts	to	what	he	thinks	is	a	revelation,	Iago	warns	him	not	to	be	jealous.	Othello	says	he	will	not	be	jealous	unless	there	is	proof	of	an	affair.	Iago	tells	Othello	to	watch	Cassio	and	Desdemona
together	and	to	be	neither	jealous	nor	secure	until	his	conclusions	are	made.	Othello	believes	that	Desdemona	is	honest	and	Iago	hopes	that	she	will	be	honest	forever.	Iago	is	concerned	that	someone	of	Desdemona’s	position	may	have	‘second	thoughts’	about	her	choices	and	may	regret	her	decisions	but	he	maintains	that	he	is	not	speaking	about
Desdemona.	The	inference	is	that	he	is	a	Black	man	and	not	level	with	her	standing.	Othello	asks	Iago	to	observe	his	wife	and	report	on	his	findings.	Othello	is	left	alone	to	muse	on	Iago’s	suggestion	of	infidelity	he	says	“This	fellow’s	of	exceeding	honesty…if	I	prove	her	haggard…I	am	abused,	and	my	relief	Must	be	to	loathe	her.”	Desdemona	arrives
and	Othello	is	distant	with	her,	she	tries	to	comfort	him	but	he	does	not	respond	favorably.	She	tries	to	dab	his	forehead	with	a	napkin	thinking	him	ill	but	he	drops	it.	Emilia	picks	up	the	napkin	and	explains	that	it	is	a	precious	love	token	given	to	Desdemona	by	Othello;	she	explains	that	it	is	very	dear	to	Desdemona	but	that	Iago	has	always	wanted	it
for	some	reason	or	another.	She	says	she	will	give	the	napkin	to	Iago	but	she	has	no	idea	why	he	wants	it.	Iago	comes	in	and	insults	his	wife;	she	says	she	has	the	handkerchief	for	him.	Emilia	asks	for	it	back	as	she	realizes	that	Desdemona	will	be	really	upset	to	know	she	has	lost	it.	Iago	refuses	saying	he	has	use	for	it.	He	dismisses	his	wife	who
leaves.	Iago	is	going	to	leave	the	napkin	in	Cassio’s	quarters	in	order	to	corroborate	his	story	further.	Othello	enters,	bewailing	his	situation;	he	explains	that	if	his	wife	proves	false	he	will	no	longer	be	able	to	function	as	a	soldier.	He	is	already	finding	it	difficult	to	concentrate	on	matters	of	the	state	when	his	own	relationship	is	in	question.	Othello
says	that	if	Iago	is	lying	he	will	not	forgive	him,	he	then	apologizes	as	he	‘knows’	Iago	to	be	honest.	Then	he	explains	that	he	knows	his	wife	is	honest	but	doubts	her	too.	Iago	tells	Othello	that	he	could	not	sleep	one	night	because	of	having	a	toothache	so	he	went	to	Cassio’s.	He	says	that	Cassio	spoke	of	Desdemona	in	his	sleep	saying	“Sweet
Desdemona,	let	us	be	wary,	let	us	hide	our	loves’,”	he	goes	on	to	tell	Othello	that	Cassio	then	kissed	him	on	the	lips	imagining	him	to	be	Desdemona.	Iago	says	that	it	was	only	a	dream	but	this	information	is	enough	to	convince	Othello	of	Cassio’s	interest	in	his	wife.	Othello	says	“I’ll	tear	her	to	pieces.”	Iago	then	tells	Othello	that	Cassio	has	the
handkerchief	belonging	to	his	wife.	This	is	enough	for	Othello	to	be	convinced	of	the	affair,	he	is	inflamed	and	enraged.	Iago	tries	to	‘calm	him	down’.	Iago	promises	to	obey	any	orders	his	master	gives	in	retaliation	for	the	affair.	Othello	thanks	him	and	tells	him	that	Cassio	will	die	for	this.	Iago	urges	Othello	to	let	her	live	but	Othello	is	so	angry	that
he	damns	her	too.	Othello	makes	Iago	his	lieutenant.	Iago	says	“I	am	your	own	for	ever.”	Samueles/Pixabay	Romeo	and	Juliet	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	William	Shakespeare’s	greatest	works.	The	play	depicts	a	star-crossed	romance	that	ends	with	the	deaths	of	the	main	characters.	With	the	city	of	fair	Verona	as	the	backdrop,	Shakespeare	uses
figurative	language	to	weave	a	tale.	He	commonly	uses	similes	to	show	emotion	and	to	demonstrate	that	two	feelings,	people,	or	objects	are	similar	to	each	other	using	the	words	“like”	or	“as.”Love	‘Pricks	Like	a	Thorn’	In	Act	1,	Scene	4,	Romeo	says	that	love	“pricks	like	a	thorn.”	When	he	says	this,	Romeo	questions	whether	love	is	as	tender	and	soft
as	people	claim	it	is.	He	says	that	love	is	painful	and	rough.	He	is	not	optimistic	about	love	when	he	says	this.	He	knows	how	much	love	can	hurt.	Lovers’	Tongues	Are	‘Like	Softest	Music’	In	Act	2,	Scene	2,	Romeo	claims	that	“lovers’	tongues”	are	“like	softest	music	to	attending	ears.”	In	this	passage,	Romeo	says	that	lovers	saying	each	other’s	names
throughout	the	night	is	reminiscent	of	sweet	music.	He	says	that	hearing	a	lover	say	his	name	would	be	like	hearing	soft	music.	When	he	uses	this	simile,	he	shows	the	beauty	of	love.	This	simile	contrasts	with	some	of	Romeo’s	earlier	opinions	about	love.	Early	in	the	play	when	he	is	heartbroken,	Romeo	talks	poorly	about	love.	In	similes	like	this	one,
he	speaks	more	highly	of	it.	This	makes	it	clear	that	his	opinion	changes	based	on	the	situation.	Juliet	Is	‘Like	a	Rich	Jewel’	In	Act	1,	Scene	5,	Romeo	sees	Juliet	and	describes	her.	He	says,	“It	seems	she	hangs	upon	the	cheek	of	night,	like	a	rich	jewel	in	an	Ethiope’s	ear.”	In	this	simile,	Romeo	compares	Juliet	to	a	jewel	sparkling	against	darkness.	In
many	cases,	Shakespeare	uses	similes	to	describe	Juliet’s	rich	beauty	from	Romeo’s	point	of	view.	Juliet’s	Love	Is	‘as	Boundless	as	the	Sea’	In	Act	2,	Scene	2,	Juliet	uses	a	simile	to	describe	her	love.	She	says,	“My	bounty	is	as	boundless	as	the	sea.”	In	saying	this,	Juliet	expresses	that	her	love	does	not	have	a	limit.	It	is	deep.	She	also	describes	her	love
as	her	“bounty,”	which	is	a	term	often	used	to	describe	agriculture.	Her	love	is	like	a	generous	gift	from	the	earth.	She	uses	this	language	to	describe	her	passion	and	its	roots.	Romeo	Describes	the	Joy	of	Love	as	‘Schoolboys	From	Their	Books’	In	Act	2,	Scene	2,	Romeo	describes	the	joy	of	love.	The	verse	says,	“Love	goes	toward	love,	as	schoolboys
from	their	books.”	He	says	that	lovers	who	are	together	feel	as	happy	as	students	who	are	leaving	school.		He	follows	that	up	with	“But	love	from	love,	toward	school	with	heavy	looks.”	In	this	statement,	Romeo	is	saying	that	two	lovers	leaving	each	other	is	akin	to	students	being	forced	to	return	to	school.	In	using	this	comparison,	Romeo	is	saying
that	leaving	Juliet	is	like	having	to	return	to	a	place	he	hates	with	a	heavy	heart.	MORE	FROM	REFERENCE.COM	Thank	you	for	your	participation!
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